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The UNESCO Chair  on Lifelong Guidance and Counsel ing ( Inst itute of  Pedagogy,  University of  Wrocław) and
the UNITWIN NETWORK ‘Life designing interventions (counsel ing,  guidance,  education)  for  decent work and
sustainable development’  are invit ing papers ,  presentat ions and workshops for the internat ional  conference
on The Principles and Aims of Guidance and Counsel l ing for Sustainable Development in Turbulent Times to
be held in Wrocław on 19th–20th October 2022.

As repeatedly emphasised by Jean Guichard,  the pract ice of  guidance and counsel l ing as a whole is  a lways
bout helping al l  individuals  f ind answers to the fundamental/generic quest ion:  By what kind of act ive l i fe
might I  g ive meaning and a perspective to my existence? To f ind it  out has never been an easy thing to do,
but recently i t  has morphed into a part icular ly compl icated chal lenge.  

We are witnessing a deep global  cr is is  today.  The experiences of  the pandemic have profoundly changed our
approach to l i fe as such by highl ight ing i ts  evanescence,  fragi l i ty and mutabi l i ty .  This  has made us ref lect
again on what matters most (something we tend to disregard amidst the bust le of  dai ly  comings and goings)
and,  most importantly ,  forced us to recast  our pr ior it ies .  Moreover,  the war in Ukraine,  which has been going
on for several  months,  has caused a humanitar ian disaster and a migrat ion cr is is ,  and its  economic
consequences wi l l  last  for  a long t ime.  Al l  of  this  has only increased the need for professional  assistance in
career and l i fe design,  even though the customary face-to-face provis ion of guidance and counsel l ing
services has been unsett led as wel l .

As cr ises are known to be replete not only with r isks but a lso with new opportunit ies ,  i t  is  crucia l  to
recognize the complexit ies and ambiguit ies inherent in the s ituat ions individuals  and groups are facing.
Against  this  context of  our turbulent world,  with i ts  destabi l ised l ives,  disturbed relat ions,  lost  security of
routines and dai ly  nagging anxiety,  we bel ieve the t ime is  r ipe to re-engage with ref lect ion on and ser iously
re-think the pr inciples and aims of guidance and counsel l ing.  Hence,  our conference is  envisaged as a forum
for researchers ,  pract it ioners and students to share insights into and ideas about the fol lowing issues:

· In how far  are the famil iar  counsel l ing concepts and pract ices appl icable to the new, turbulent real i t ies?
·What new knowledge do guidance and counsel l ing need today in order to construct innovative and creat ive
solut ions (strategies,  methods and tools)  for  helping interventions?
· In what way/s can guidance and counsel l ing interventions contr ibute to harmonious/balanced individual  l ives
and to the sustainable development of  the world?
·How can our c l ients be supported in coming to terms with the post/turbulent real i ty?
·How should we conduct counsel l ing dia logues in order to reinforce the c l ient ’s  potentia l ,  d ignity and agency
despite the chal lenges they are compel led to confront?
· In the world r ipped by global  cr ises,  how can we promote col laborat ion and foster a coal i t ion of the
community dedicated to career and l i fe design for sustainable development?

Our scientif ic  meeting wi l l  be an opportunity to summarise the work of  the Chair  and the UNITWIN network
in recent years .

The conference fee (160 €)  covers part ic ipat ion in a l l  p lenary and thematic sessions and discussions,
conference materia ls ,  s imultaneous interpretat ion services,  coffee-break refreshments and the conference
reception.  Al l  other expenses,  including travel ,  accommodation and meals ,  are paid by the part ic ipants.

Registrat ion form: https://forms.gle/7QHb8ex4Ap8JkUyD7

Request for  information:  v ioletta.drabik-podgorna@uwr.edu.pl

Plenary sessions wi l l  be held in Pol ish and Engl ish.  Individual  sessions may be conducted in other languages,
provided that enough part ic ipants convene.

Conference venue:
Inst itute of  Pedagogy,  University of  Wrocław



Scientific Committee:
 

Prof.  Maria Eduarda Duarte (University of Lisbon, Portugal,  UNESCO Chair,  University of Wrocław)
- president

Prof.  Jean Guichard (INETOP-CNAM, France; UNESCO Chair,  University of Wrocław)
- honorary president

 
 

Prof.  Valérie Cohen-Scali  (Conservatoire National des Arts et Métiers,  France)
Prof.  Sanna Vehviläinen (University of Eastern Finland)

(scientific coordinators of the UNITWIN NETWORK)
 
 

Prof.  Gabriela Aisenson (University of Buenos-Aires,  Argentina)
Prof.  Jean-Luc Bernaud (INETOP-CNAM, France)

Prof.  David Blustein (Lynch School,  Boston College, USA)
Prof.  Annamaria Di Fabio (University of Florence, Italy)

Prof.  Jacobus Gideon (Kobus) Maree (University of Pretoria,  South Africa)
Prof.  Christian Heslon (Catholic University of the West,  Angers,  France)

Prof.  Alicja Kargulowa (NTP, Wrocław, Poland)
Prof.  Andrzej Ładyżyński (University of Wroclaw, Poland)

Prof.  Mary McMahon (Queensland University of Technology, Australia)
Prof.  Maria Paula Paixão (University of Coimbra, Portugal)
Prof.  Magdalena Piorunek (University of Poznań, Poland)

Dr. Violetta Drabik-Podgórna (University of Wroclaw, Poland)
Dr. Marek Podgórny (University of Wroclaw, Poland)

Prof.  Jacques Pouyaud (University of Bordeaux, France)
Prof.  Marcelo Ribeiro (University of San Paulo, Brazil)

Prof.  Alicja Szerląg (University of Wroclaw, Poland)
Prof.  Richard Young (University of British Columbia, Canada)
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